
Gifted Services



What does it mean to be 
gifted?



Annemarie Roeper

Giftedness is a greater awareness, a 
greater sensitivity, and a greater 

ability to understand and transform 
perceptions into intellectual and 

emotional experiences. 



Some General Characteristics
• Superior reasoning
• Persistent curiosity
• Range of interests
• Large vocabulary
• Reads avidly
• Learns quickly and retains what is learned
• Imagination
• Concentrates for long periods of time
• High standards for self

Delisle and Galbraith, When Gifted Kids Don’t Have All the Answers





In Ohio...

The ODE defines a gifted student as 
one who “performs or shows 
potential for performing at 
remarkably high levels of 
accomplishment when compared to 
others of their age, experience, or 
environment.” 



In addition,
Ohio students can be identified in four different areas:

● Superior Cognitive Ability

● Specific Academic Ability

● Visual and Performing Arts Ability

● Creative Thinking Ability



How are students identified?

• Superior Cognitive Ability (general 
intelligence)  

o A student must obtain a qualifying score on a 
nationally-normed test.

o We test all students using the Inview in 
grades 2, 4, and 6.



• Specific Academic Ability (reading and/or 
math)

o Students are identified by scoring in the 
95th percentile or higher on a 
nationally-normed test.

o We administer the I-Ready Assessments 
multiple times each year.



• Visual and/or Performing Arts Ability 
(visual art, dance, music, drama)

o Students are identified through an 
audition or display of works and are 
evaluated by a team of assessors.

o We partner with other schools in 
Summit to offer an assessment day.

o Contact Mr. Hatcher for more 
information.



• Creative Thinking Ability

○ Students must achieve specified scores 
on a cognitive assessment AND on a 
creativity checklist.



Once identified gifted, a student 
retains that designation throughout 

their school career.



Services in Ohio
Identification of students who are gifted is 
mandated.  However, services for gifted 

students are not mandated.   

In Hudson, services are provided by gifted 
intervention specialist teachers and 

general education teachers.



Gifted Services
Provide a supportive environment 

where the student can thrive

Reading and Math Focus

Three Tiers of Service



Tier I Service
Criteria Service

● Students who have 
earned a cognitive 
score of 137+

● Students who have 
earned cognitive 
scores of 132-136  AND 
a reading 
identification

● Grades 3-8

• Students are served in 
language arts by a 
licensed gifted 
intervention specialist 



Tier II Service
Criteria Service

● Students who have 
earned a cognitive 
score of 128-131

● Students who have 
earned cognitive 
scores of 132-136  but 
not a reading 
identification

● Grades 3-8

• Students are clustered 
in classrooms with 
teachers who receive 
ongoing Professional 
Development on the 
nature and needs of 
gifted students



Tier III Service
Criteria Service

● Students who are 
identified in reading 
(grades 3-8) and/or 
math ability (grades 
3-5)

● Students are clustered 
in classrooms with 
teachers who receive 
ongoing Professional 
Development on the 
nature and needs of 
gifted students



Cluster Grouping
Groups of four to eight gifted students are assigned to 
a class where the teacher receives training in gifted 
education.

• Gifted students interact and work with others like 
themselves  

• Expands services by meeting learning needs in the 
general education classroom

• It is more realistic for the classroom teacher to 
differentiate when there is a group of students



Acceleration

Subject Acceleration
Whole-Grade 
Acceleration

A student remains in 
current grade but may 
travel to a higher grade 
for instruction in a specific 
academic area

A student advances to 
a higher grade level for 
the entire school day, 
“skipping” a grade

Both options are very carefully considered and a team meets to 
discuss options.



Identification vs. Acceleration
GIFTED MATH IDENTIFICATION MATH ACCELERATION

• Determined by one 
standardized test

• Uses on-level assessments

• Acceleration is not an 
appropriate service for all 
gifted math students

• Demonstrates mastery of 
grade-level content only; 
likely to grasp new material 
quickly and will need 
enrichment

• Determined by multiple 
data points

• Uses adaptive assessment(s)

• Identification is not a 
prerequisite for acceleration

• Demonstrates mastery of 
grade-level content and the 
ability to extrapolate 
meaning from the next 
grade level’s content; 
demonstrates the need for 
instruction at the next grade 
level



HMS Math Pathways



Written Education Plans (WEPs)
• All school districts in Ohio reporting services to gifted 

students must have on file a copy of a Written 
Education Plan (WEP) for each student served. 

• WEPs include any modification to the course 
content or instruction that change the depth and 
complexity of the learning

• The WEP goal and specific program components 
answer the question, “How is the goal different from 
what every child will do?”









Sample WEP Goals

• The student will... 

o demonstrate an advanced understanding of 
concepts and an ability to apply multiple 
strategies to solve problems and answers 
questions.

o be able to identify and explain thematic and 
abstract elements in literature selections and 
demonstrate the same within written work.



• Good teaching for gifted learners happens 
at a higher "degree of difficulty" than for 
many students their age. 

In the Olympics, the most accomplished divers perform dives that 
have a higher "degree of difficulty" than those performed by 
divers whose talents are not as advanced. A greater degree of 
difficulty calls on more skills-more refined skills-applied at a 
higher plane of sophistication. 

In the Classroom



• A high "degree of difficulty" for gifted learners in 
their talent areas implies that their content, 
processes and products should be more complex, 
more abstract, more open-ended, more 
multifaceted than would be appropriate for many 
peers. 

They should work with fuzzier problems, will often need less 
teacher-imposed structure, and (in comparison to the norm) should 
have to make greater leaps of insight and transfer than would be 
appropriate for many their age.



Social and Emotional Needs
Of Gifted Learners



Asynchronous Development
The physical, emotional, and cognitive 

development of gifted students does not 
always occur simultaneously.   Greater 
levels of giftedness can lead to greater 

asynchrony.



  

“Highly gifted children are many ages simultaneously.  
A 5-year-old may read like a 7-year-old, play chess 
like a 12-year-old, talk like a 13-year-old, and share 
toys like a 2-year-old.”  -- Stephanie Tolan

From “You Know Your Child is Gifted When…A Beginner’s Guide 
to Life of the Bright Side,” by Judy Galbraith



Strategies
• Focus on your child’s strengths
• Help your child and others to understand the 

meaning of being gifted
• Find multiple peer groups for your child
• Have your child read books which have main 

characters with unique abilities and uneven 
development

• Connect with other parents
• Help educators understand what you see at home 

regarding asynchronous development of you child.

From “Asynchronous Development” by Keri Guilbault and 
Michele Kane, published by the National Association for Gifted 
Children.  Available on the NAGC website.



• may experience perfectionism rather than 
a healthy pursuit of excellence.  

• have strengths, but may also have areas of 
weakness.

• may doubt they are actually gifted.

• may face social challenges not just from 
peers, but adults as well.

• may take fewer risks as they get older.

Gifted Students...



            OAGC Parent Handbook 5.15.20      

https://oagc.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/OAGC-Parent-Handbook-5.15.20.pdf


For more information
Visit the Gifted Services page on 

the Hudson School District website

Mr. Hatcher
Gifted Services Coordinator
hatcherd@hudson.k12.oh.us

330-945-5600
ext. 511253
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